
METZELER  
RACETEC K2
Check out any club 
racer paddock (where 
there’s no single make 
rules) and you’ll fi nd 
bikes primed with 
Metzeler’s Racetec 
series rubber. The K2 is 
the hardest compound 
option of the race 
tyres, the K3 being a 
road version.  Of 
course, the Racetec 
uses the patented 
zero-degree steel belt 
at its core, using a new 
winding process (part 
of the Interact element 
of the tyre) to reduce 
stress resistance 
across the profi le. 
Lower tension winding 
in the crown creates 
more fl exibility in the 
tyre, so it can enlarge 
its footprint at crucial 
points. Higher tension 
at the shoulder area is 
designed to give the 
tyre maximum and, 
more importantly, 
uniform pressure on 
the contact patch. This 
enables the tyre to 
track a corner better, 
giving more consistent 
feedback and 
improving longevity. A 
new rear tread pattern 
gives more linear 
performance and 
reduces overheating. 
The tyre is available in 
big bike sizes only, 
including a race-spec 
180/60 size for 
supersport machines. 
There are two softer 
compounds than the 
K2 (K1, K0) designed 
with racing in mind.

Available sizes
120/70ZR17
180/55ZR17
180/60ZR17
190/55ZR17

Weight
Front: 4.20kg

Rear:  6.38kg (190-section)

Time
Tuesday/Wednesday 5.15/9.00pm

Temperatures
Ambient: 22/17

Track: 27/19

Pressures
Front: 31psi
Rear: 27psi

Hot Rear: 33psi

Tyre Temperature
Front (right/left): 62/60
Rear (right/left): 95/70

Stiffness
Front: 50 Shore A
Rear: 56 Shore A 

The choice/money driven deal for 
many national race series 
championships worldwide, the 
Racetec K2 obviously has some 
talent when you look at lap times on 
race bikes. It takes a few laps 

to shred the plastic hardness and attract 
some heat, and the K2 takes some 
working on a road steed to reach the 
correct riding parameters. But to get the 
best, you need pukka suspension.

You know when the Racetecs are 
primed for action, there’s a subliminal 
connection that brings endless confi dence. 
Everything about the K2s steer towards massive 
corner speed, with the best front tyre in the 
business – certainly on track. It exudes almost 
eternal, ball-busting grip that encourages braking 
later, turning later, trailing the brake later, and 

Metzeler
racetec interact k2 insisting on higher apex speed with massive lean. A 

good half a second was lost on its best lap due to 
the high winds, which played havoc in the faster 
corners. But the rear tyre also plays a part, 
struggling for side grip on the gas. Acceleration and 

drive capabilities are epic for four laps but tail 
off afterwards, with lots of carcass 

movement. The Metzelers suit more 
point-and-squirt type riding, as the 
stability and outright grip right on the 
edge simply isn’t there – even tapping 
the throttle to steady the front got the 

rear stepping out. Pick the bike up slightly, 
and you’ll be rewarded.

The K2 is defi nitely the quickest steering tyre out 
there and probably a little too edgy for the road. 
The BMW felt lighter on its wheels and more 
willing to be chucked around at Mireval. New lines 
were being exploited, thankfully not the scenery.

 Everything about the K2 steers towards corner 
speed, with the best front tyre in the business ”

Free internet access at the 
hotel had its costs...
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Available sizes
120/70ZR17
180/55ZR17
180/60ZR17
190/55ZR17

Weight
Front: 4.20kg

Rear: 6.02kg (180-section)

Time
Tuesday 5.15pm/

Wednesday 9.00am

Temperatures
Ambient: 22/17

Track: 27/19

Pressures
Front: 31psi
Rear: 27psi

Hot Rear: 33psi

Tyre Temperature
Front (right/left): 62/60
Rear (right/left): 95/70

Stiffness
Front: 50 Shore A
Rear: 56 Shore A 
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metzeler racetec k2 mins mph seconds force (g) seconds seconds degrees degrees mph seconds

bmw s 1000 rr 1:20.635 149.74 4.001 0.96 14.313 14.062 40.8 45.3 43.02 8.438
kawasaki zx-6r 1:24.044 130.79 4.688 0.64 14.502 14.237 40.5 45.5 40.67 8.062

tyre/bike

test

warm up 3 pretty scary with high winds but not as 
life threatening as the bridgestones

turn in 10 relentless in its talent. it’s your brain 
that becomes the limit, turning later.

side grip 9 only blip being the rear coming around 
with a smidgen of gas. front is heroic.

acceleration grip 9 carcass movement and softness hinder 
after 5 laps. impressive beforehand.

braking stability 9 not a great deal to complain about 
other than a few shimmies later on.

consistency 8 you could manage 10 trackdays on a 
front tyre. rear needs set-up. 

heat cycle 7 a race tyre that’s designed to be 
ditched after one session. says it all.

overall 9 lap times were ruined by hurricane 
dunlop but still an epic tyre. proper.
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bmw s 1000 rr
alastair ‘a-force’ fagan

3 proper horrible, even on the second lap i 
still wanted to come in and check it out.

9 only a strong wind stopped going bananas. 
otherwise the ultimate confidence.

9 feels great in a corner, not even trying to 
push even with more lean. very happy.

9 learning to play and exploit the throttle as 
there’s so much grip to play with.

8 a couple of kicks up from the rear tempered 
performance here, but discs starting to go.

9 very consistent and with no surprises you 
just want to push on that bit harder.

8 not quite as committed the next morning, 
temperatures were lower. still good...

9 were it not for the wind, who knows what 
this tyre is capable of. excellent ally.
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kawasaki zx-6r
simon ‘rootsy’ roots
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Metzeler
racetec interact k2  

� PRICE
£109 FRONT, £130/£139 REAR

� CONTACT
WWW.METZELERMOTO.CO.UK

Flip
Flop

A fter a shocking start, where the 
tyres felt plain horrible and I 
nearly pulled in to check that 
everything was as it should be, 
the K2 story nearly rose as high as 
its eponymous mountain.

Born grippy, the K2s obviously have a 
similar feeling to the Pirellis – and 
perform to a similar level. The front 
steers fast and the rear generates fast – 
that’s the story. The front has loads of 
feel and confi dence mid-corner, but 
corner entry is where the Metzeler feels 
strong. With severe wind problems (it was 
something that Al ate) affecting times we 
decided to knock off half an hour early and try 
again in the morning. The cooler conditions didn’t 
hamper performance, and it revelled in the still 
morning air. With so much feel, I was pushing 
braking markers back and felt I was carrying more 
corner speed – they also could explain the disc 

warping that I started to feel. A few aches from the 
day before were soon eased by some fl ying laps, 
and the bike felt like it was coming to me well.

I’m just not brave enough to exploit all the rear 
has to offer, it’s as simple as that. I was playing 
with the throttle, applying it as early as I dare, and 
the rear still refused to move away from its line. I 
started to hit the rev limiter in second on the run 
uphill to the last left, such was the confi dence I had 
to open the gas early out of the previous turn.

Both front and rear did everything I asked of it – 
and given the laptime, maybe I wasn’t asking 
enough of it. But it felt fantastic and I’d written the 
scores down days before I learned the lap time. 

   Born grippy, the K2s 
have a similar feeling to 

the Pirellis  ”
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