
CONTINENTAL 
RACEATTACK
Continental has kept 
its race range rather 
quiet in the UK. On 
the, er, continent, 
these tyres have been 
used more extensively, 
with the fi rm’s slicks 
seen in a few domestic 
race championships. 
The RaceAttack Comp 
Endurance may be a 
mouthful to say, but it 
does its talking more 
succinctly on the track. 
This version has a 
modifi ed profi le to 
give a larger footprint 
at more extreme 
angles, thus giving 
more grip and 
feedback. Like the 
SportAttack 2s, the 
Continuous 
Compound Technology 
means that only one 
compound is used, so 
you don’t get the 
feeling of transition 
like you do on some 
multi-compound tyres 
– and the harder 
middle should be good 
for non race tyre-like 
miles. The zero degree 
steel belt is the basis 
of the tyre, while the 
tread pattern is 
demonstrably part of 
the Attack family. So 
construction is similar 
to the more road 
oriented tyres, but 
thanks to tweaks with 
profi le, compounds 
and treads the tyre has 
been encouraged to 
perform at a much 
more extreme level. 
Available in a few rear 
sizes, including a BSS 
like 180/60 section. 

Available sizes
120/70ZR17
160/60ZR17
180/55ZR17
190/50ZR17
190/55ZR17

Weight
Front: 4.10kg
Rear:  6.95kg (190-section)

Time
Wednesday 11.15am/12.10pm

Temperatures
Ambient: 20
Track: 24

Pressures
Front: 30psi
Rear: 33psi
Hot Rear: 38psi

Tyre Temperature
Front (right/left): 61/58
Rear (right/left): 94/78

Stiffness
Front: 48 Shore A
Rear: 51 Shore A 

A fter the surprise/shock of the 
SportAttack 2, we couldn’t wait to 
razz the sportier RaceAttack. 
They warm up quickly, are soft in 
feeling and rolled into corners 
with modest protest. But after the 

preliminary laps of bedding-in, it was clear the 
RaceAttack wasn’t as adept as the ‘lesser’ 

rubber in the family.   
We had very poor grip levels in 

general from rear, constantly spinning 
in all areas from the start, and I had to 
pick up the Beemer and shoot out of a 
turn, adjusting lines to suit the tyre. 
Also disappointing was the 

inconsistency of the slides and carcass 
movement, varying in how the rear stepped 

out. There were one or two moments when I 
questioned how I’d get back to the pits.

The front tyre feels soft and grippy, distorting a 
footprint into the surface. The softness just brings 
confi dence to push the front-end, although braking 
was hazy with the lever trailed and the BMW fork 

pumped in protest as grip descended.     
Despite the softness of the front, the 

RaceAttacks steer nicely on the throttle, pulling the 
bike around faster corners. Loading the front on 
slower corners, the Contis struggled to make it 
around tighter sections, running wide and generally 
proving to be harder work.

If it was a blind test, I honestly couldn’t tell the 
difference between this and the Avon Xtreme. 
There’s lots of movement and feel on the limit, but 
ultimately, the Race Attack laboured and didn’t go 
much faster than the SportAttack. The second 
session, initially, felt better as the tyres cooled, but 
grip completely vanished after a few laps. And just 
like the Avons, the Contis didn’t like heat.

With the potential shown in the SportAttacks, 
we’re expecting a big future for Conti as and when 
the next version of this tyre is released.

Continental
raceattack comp endurance

 The front tyre felt 
soft and grippy, 

distorting a footprint into 
the surface. The softness 

brings confi dence ”

The German tyres are at 
home on a German bike
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I came back in after my two sessions on 
these Contis not really enjoying them, but 
after we ploughed through the data it was 
clear that they produce results.

After a decent warm-up period, my 
main gripe was that I felt I couldn’t 

pull the Continentals in as tight as I liked 
– and certainly not as tight as with their 
rivals. The long bottom right hand 
corner was a case in point, as the ZX-6R 
subtly drifted wider and wider from the 
apex. Of course, you can counter this 
with more lean (or, unthinkably, less 
speed), but I was already down to the peg – 
one of the only tyres where I had to do this to 
get the turning I desired. The peg dug in too deep 
once, giving me my biggest moment of the three 
days as the suspension unweighted. True, this isn’t 
a direct result of the tyre, but it certainly plays its 
part. The complex, too, was hard work, and the 

drive out of the last right almost took me onto the 
grass on exit on more than one occasion where the 
front just couldn’t keep up with its duties. Like with 
the Sport Attacks IIs, braking wasn’t a forte, and I 
had to get everything done well in advance of the 

corner so the rear wouldn’t kick off a bump.
The rear offers more consistent 
performance, and stacks of grip. At the 
edge of the tyre there’s not quite enough 
to start taking the piss, but get it off the 
shoulder and you can really drive hard 
– belting out of the last turn exploited 

this. And the good thing is that grip 
remained constant, offering the same at the 

end of my second session as it did in the fi rst. 
Some more tailored set-up would help to take 

advantage of the rear grip, while getting it to steer 
at the same time. I don’t think I’d choose them over 
the more positive feelings of its rivals, but they are 
more than capable of putting in a time.

  The drive out of the last right almost took 
me onto the grass on exit a few times  ”

Available sizes
120/70ZR17
160/60ZR17
180/55ZR17
190/50ZR17
190/55ZR17

Weight
Front: 4.10kg
Rear: 6.36kg (180-section)

Time
Wednesday 
11.15am/12.10pm

Temperatures
Ambient: 24
Track: 20

Pressures
Front: 33psi
Rear: 30psi
Hot Rear: 38psi

Tyre Temperature
Front (right/left): 57/51
Rear (right/left): 92/64

Stiffness
Front: 48 Shore A
Rear: 51 Shore A 

Continental
raceattack comp endurance

� PRICE
£92 FRONT, £123/£131 REAR

� CONTACT
WWW.CONTI-BIKE.CO.UK

Every used tyre tells a 
story – this one told us it 

loved its punishment
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warm up 7 soft, supple and easy on the beemer. 
took a lap for kneedown. 

turn in 6 aggressive profile helps line choice but 
tricky in slower corners and flip-flop.

side grip 5 ok from the front, but lots of carcass 
movement. very poor from rear.

acceleration grip 4 struggled to hook up and gain traction 
after a few laps. unpredictable too.

braking stability 7 lots of movement from either end but 
nothing to worry about, adds feedback.

consistency 7 consistency of the slides was ok, but 
unpredictable carcass movement.

heat cycle 6 ok for a few laps before heat ruined 
grip again. could lower pressures.

overall 6 does what’s needed but not a lot more. 
disappointing after sportattack 2
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continental race attack mins mph seconds force (g) seconds seconds degrees degrees mph seconds

bmw s 1000 rr 1:21.061 152.85 4.150 0.60 14.250 14.132 42.6 43.4 41.5 8.688
kawasaki zx-6r 1:23.876 132.32 4.375 1.02 14.687 14.688 42.8 43.1 44.3 8.188
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bmw s 1000 rr
alastair ‘a-force’ fagan

6 it took a lap and a half to get comfortable, 
the traction control skin wasn’t much help.

7 great on fast corners, but the fast profile 
made changes of direction hard work.

7 good, but when you want to pull it in tighter 
it’s a struggle. pegs down a worry.

8 not getting on gas quite as early, but good 
drive from the meat of the tyre. no moments.

7 not as stable as others at front, rear 
moving around, too. profile too sharp?

8 no surprises in either session, grip remains 
good from both front and rear.

7 i made a few mistakes, you have to be 
committed and accurate on these tyres.

7 certainly does the business, but not totally 
happy with the sensations it produces.
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kawasaki zx-6r
simon ‘rootsy’ roots
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