
MICHELIN 
POWER PURE
The French fi rm has 
packed a lot of its 
technology into the 
Power Pure, not least 
its LTT technology. 
This stands for Light 
Tire Technology, and 
means weight saving 
on both front and rear 
tyres. Here’s 
something we can 
test, and the Pures hit 
the scales at 4.12kg for 
the front and 5.71kg at 
the rear (180-section). 
There are slightly 
lighter fronts about, 
but only the Power 
Cups weigh less. Less 
weight at the wheel 
means less gyroscopic 
e� ect and easier 
handling. The Pures 
also use Michelin’s 2CT 
two compound 
technology, with the 
outer 25 per cent of the 
tyre’s profi le (at the 
front, 20 per cent at 
the rear) containing 
the softer rubber. On 
the old Pilot Power 2CT 
these fi gures were 
more like 10 per cent. 
The weight loss has 
come from using an 
Aramid tread ply 
(Aramid is as strong as 
steel but around ten 
times lighter) and a 
nylon carcass ply, so 
that the thickness of 
the tyre remains, but 
with much less mass. 
Given its remit, tread 
patterns are not overly 
aggressive. A 120/60 
option is available at 
the front, along with a 
160 rear option.

Available sizes
120/60ZR17
120/70ZR17
160/60ZR17
180/55ZR17
190/50ZR17
190/55ZR17

Weight
Front: 4.12kg
Rear: 5.71kg (180-section)

Time
Tuesday 12.20/1.55pm

Temperatures
Ambient: 20
Track: 22

Pressures
Front: 31psi
Rear: 29psi
Hot Rear: 36psi

Tyre Temperature
Front (right/left): 54/51
Rear (right/left): 82/64

Stiffness
Front: 55 Shore A
Rear: 56 Shore A 

The French o� ering 
was on home ground. 
Well, it was in France

I scored the Power Pures well across the 
board, signifying the tyre worked well in all 
aspects of its performance. It didn’t excel at 
anything, but there’s a lot to say for 
consistency. Al’s story may be a bit 
different, there was only half a second 

between us, but I liked them a lot – and the lap 
times showed this. The Power Pures topped my 
laptime list, surprisingly so when we collated the 
data. It just shows personal preference plays a part.

The Pures feel great from the off, and 
within the fi rst few corners it’s easy to feel 

the grip coming to you. Both front and 
rear help you to develop confi dence in 
them, and the rear develops speed the 
front can easily cope with. 

The front is happy wherever you put 
it on track. Regardless of the speed of 

the turn, the Michelin is accurate and the 
more confi dence you develop with them the 

deeper you dare to enter a corner – to a really 
impressive conclusion. Steering speed isn’t 
especially quick, but it is dependable and very 
neutral. With more speed comes more lean, but 
nothing seemed to perturb the front – apart from 
some slight vibes under trail braking. Braking 
speeds and forces were down because of this, but 
this was the only issue with the front.

The rear does what you want, too. With stacks 
of grip available it’s easy to get a good early drive, 
with the ZX-6R developing some serious speed out 
of a turn. After 15 laps, there was only the faintest 
hint of the tyre rejecting my input, and that was 
only after goading it with more throttle than with 
any of its rivals.

The second session replicated the fi rst, with the 
tyre impressing well. Although the wind was 
gusting strongly at this point, the Michelin seemed 
planted and shrugged off the worse of it.
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  Regardless of the speed of the turn, the Michelin 
is accurate and dares you to go deeper  ”

tyre test Michelin



Available sizes
120/60ZR17
120/70ZR17
160/60ZR17
180/55ZR17
190/50ZR17
190/55ZR17

Weight
Front: 4.12kg

Rear: 6.04kg (190-section)

Time
Tuesday 12.20/1.55pm

Temperatures
Ambient: 20

Track: 22

Pressures
Front: 31psi
Rear: 29psi

Hot Rear: 36psi

Tyre Temperature
Front (right/left): 56/55
Rear (right/left): 92/75

Stiffness
Front: 60 Shore A
Rear: 56 Shore A 

The Power Pure 
divided opinion like 

no other tyre on test

� PRICE
£99 FRONT, £129/£130 REAR

� CONTACT
WWW.MICHELIN.CO.UK

Michelin
power pure

warm up 9 one of the best in brand-new state and 
from cold. feels natural instantly.

turn in 6 slow but neutral balance. lightweight 
construction really helps in flip-flop.

side grip 6 front folds as soon as committed 
cornering happens. loads of warning.

acceleration grip 5 really protested with 190bhp trying to 
escape. lacks grip in all areas of tyre.

braking stability 7 bike very hesitant to turn on brakes, 
but stable despite lightweight carcass.

consistency 9 15 laps of hard riding barely changed a 
thing. knew exactly what you’re doing.

heat cycle 8 no changes and plenty of laps left in 
either tyre. looked brand-new.

overall 7 on the right bike, in the right place, it’s 
a very good tyre. not track rubber.
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michelin power pure mins mph seconds force (g) seconds seconds degrees degrees mph seconds

bmw s 1000 rr 1:23.916 153.39 4.125 0.84 15.250 14.501 43.4 47.0 41.25 9.688
kawasaki zx-6r 1:24.394 127.95 5.422 0.73 14.438 15.125 44.8 44.1 36.69 8.937
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bmw s 1000 rr
alastair ‘a-force’ fagan

8 feels like there’s lots of grip from the 
outset. can safely explore the edges.

8 not too fast, not too slow. just right, and it 
feels happy, especially at turn one.

8 there’s lots of grip about, front and rear 
also work well together. very planted.

8 solid performance. not amazing, but 
certainly enough there to amuse.

7 not too happy trail braking, so have to get 
everything slowed with it stood up.

8 rear started to squirm a little as they got 
hot, the front seemed content enough.

8 loads of life left in it at the end of the 
second session. very manageable.

8 impressed with this, good grip, good lean and 
good speed. man up, al!

sc
or

e
ou

t o
f t

en

kawasaki zx-6r
simon ‘rootsy’ rootsM ichelin is one of the few 

manufacturers to make big 
claims in the press pack, like 
kneedown within a few 
corners and alleging the Pure 
is the lightest tyre of its 

kind. There’s no doubting the quick and 
stress-free warm-up of this rubber. 
Within a few corners, a knee was 
scuffi ng the surface and life was good. 
Maybe the marketing is right...

The Pure has been thoroughly tested 
by the Fast Bikes wrecking crew on the 
road, but it certainly ain’t a track tyre. 
Although outright grip remains constant during 
lengthy stints, the initial grip is relatively poor. The 
front struggled with faster turns, with a mass of 
hesitancy on the edge. The rear was struggling with 
the BMW’s massive 200bhp and particularly 
mid-lean on the gas. It’s no surprise the Pure was 

the slowest against the stopwatch.
The super-light construction of the Power Pure 

aids riding on the road and tighter sections on the 
track where you see less committed speeds. Here, it 
speeds up the steering with a lovely change of 

direction. But the soft sidewall can be doubled 
over in human hands, and the front tyre 

could do with some more support – it’s 
almost as if the construction is too thin 
and the weight-saving materials aren’t 
up for track action. 

The Pures also don’t respond to trail 
braking at all, cautiously (read bloody 

slowly) tipping into corners, otherwise 
turn-in is precise and predictable, gently rolling 

onto the shoulder.      
There were vibes that weren’t felt with any 

other tyre, resulting in pins and needles. Awesome 
on the Queen’s highways, the Power Pure isn’t 
recommended for trackdays.

  Although outright grip remains constant, 
the initial grip is relatively poor  ”
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