
AVON 3D 
SUPERSPORT
For years, Avon has 
often promised much 
in the road/track 
department and failed 
to deliver on these 
promises compared to 
its rivals. But the 3D 
range seems to be a 
real game changer for 
the Wiltshire fi rm. 
Much investment has 
gone into the product, 
culminating in the 
three tyre 3D range (a 
road specifi c tyre is 
also available). The 3D 
Supersport battles 
well with the 
competition. Using a 
Nano carbon tread 
compound, the surface 
of the tyre also uses 3D 
sipes to improve 
warm-up times. This is 
e� ectively the Sport 
tyre, but using a softer 
compound to suit 
faster conditions 
better. The Supersport  
uses a Tri-compound, 
that features a harder 
middle for improved 
mileage, and a softer 
compound at the edge 
for improved grip. 
There is also a third 
compound in the 
undertread, an area 
that is prone to 
overheating fi rst. Avon 
make a big play on the 
3D sipes, which are 
e� ectively thin 
grooves in the tyre. 
The tyre obviously has 
its tread, but tread 
grooves create fl ex 
that cause instability 
and increase heat.  
Sipes help control this.

Available sizes
120/70ZR17
120/60ZR17
160/60ZR17
180/55ZR17
190/50ZR17
190/55ZR17

Weight
Front: 4.29kg
 7.11kg (190-section)

Time
Monday 1.30/2.20pm

Temperatures
Ambient: 26
Track: 32

Pressures
Front: 30psi
Rear: 28psi
Hot Rear: 36psi

Tyre Temperature
Front (right/left): 68/88
Rear (right/left): 106/76

Stiffness
Front: 48 Shore A
Rear: 48 Shore A 

The freshest tyre on test was fi rst up 
and it didn’t take long to get into the 
groove. Within a lap comfortable 
kneedown took place, although the 
left side of each tyre took slightly 
longer to fully heat up.

There’s good grip initially and it doesn’t 
take long to fi nd the limits. The front 
offers a slight hesitancy during full lean, 
and pushes slightly if any attempt at trail 
braking is exerted. After three or four 
laps, the rear’s grip fell off a cliff but then 
maintained a consistent and predictable 
level, and never threatened to highside 
unexpectedly; you just lose out on the straight bits. 
Fine off the throttle, there were only signs of 
stepping out as the rear got near to its 106-degree 
peak temperature. It’s fair to say the British-made 
tyre doesn’t react well to heat and suffered with 

fast bikes mag.com tyre test 98 tyre test fast bikes mag.com

Avon
3d ultra supersport both track and ambient temperatures.

For a road-based tyre, the rear copes well under 
acceleration and drives exceptionally well nearing 
upright angles. There isn’t the side grip mid-corner 
to worry the racier rubber and this is where it 

suffered most against the stopwatch.  
Although the outright grip and lap times 
aren’t in the core of the Supersport’s 
repertoire, feel and feedback defi nitely is. 
On the limits of adhesion fork pump 
eventually becomes part of the furniture 
as it struggles for outright grip.
Steering is neutral and progressive, 

ensuring good road etiquette, but there’s a 
tendency to run wide when the brake is released 
and this blunted the BMW’s athleticism. The soft 
sidewall, again, leans towards road riding and, 
although stable, is a little too fl accid for trackdays 
with lots of movement from the rear. 

  It’s fair to say the British-made 3D Ultra 
Supersport didn’t cope that well with the heat”

Ding-dong, Avon calling...

tyre test Avon



  As the speed builds it takes more effort to 
keep the bike on line through the complex ”

Available sizes
120/70ZR17
120/60ZR17
160/60ZR17
180/55ZR17
190/50ZR17
190/55ZR17

Weight
Front: 4.29kg

Rear: 6.04kg (180-section)

Time
Monday 1.30/2.20pm

Temperatures
Ambient: 26

Track: 32

Pressures
Front: 30psi
Rear: 28psi

Hot Rear: 34psi

Tyre Temperature
Front (right/left): 62/60
Rear (right/left): 80/63

Stiffness
Front: 48 Shore A
Rear: 48 Shore A Avon

3d ultra supersport

warm up 8 predictable from the off, naturally 
rolling into corners. no shocks.

turn in 6 slowed bmw steering and nose-end 
ability, but precise and ok in fast turns. 

side grip 6 front ok and limit is apparent but rear 
suffers on the edge.

acceleration grip 5 ok for a few laps but completely 
dropped off. nearing upright ok.

braking stability 8 planted, flat and oddles of feedback, 
but don’t try trail braking.

consistency 6 initial grip from rear lasts two laps 
but remains consistent afterwards.

heat cycle 7 no signs of wear. performed just as 
well in second stint, doesn’t like heat.

overall 6 less aggressive throttle meant less 
slides and less heat. performed better.
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avon 3d ultra supersport mins mph seconds force (g) seconds seconds degrees degrees mph seconds

bmw s 1000 rr 1:23.622 153.14 4.188 0.83 14.812 14.625 45.3 37.5 41.80 9.435
kawasaki zx-6r 1:26.999 127.77 5.188 0.75 14.750 16.325 44.7 36.9 42.44 9.188

tyre/bike

test

test

rider

sc
or

e
ou

t o
f t

en

bmw s 1000 rr
alastair ‘a-force’ fagan

7 no slides or surprises from release agent, 
quick warm-up, happy in second session.

7 felt good in turn one, generates good 
confidence to turn in later.

7 slight understeer through turns three and 
four, complex remains hard work.

6 after five laps the rear gets up to temp and 
loses grip, moves around under power.

8 stable and sound, no worrying moments. 
lots of positive feel under hard braking.

6 front is ok, but rear starts to push. it 
doesn’t slide but there’s movement there.

7 good second session, same from the rear 
after five laps, but wearing well.

7 after three or four laps it feels great, then 
the rear goes off. front feels good.
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kawasaki zx-6r
simon ‘rootsy’ roots

I t was easy to get the hammer down with 
these Avons, the 3D sipes seemingly 
generating heat and grip from the get-go. 
As the pace builds, so does the story from 
the Wiltshire rubber. The front offers nice 
and neutral steering that isn’t 

lightning quick, but offers consistency as 
an ally. As the speed builds it takes more 
effort to keep the bike on line through 
the complex, and on a few occasions I 
think the bike’s going to run wide 
through the left, but everything can be 
pulled in just when you think that it can’t.

There’s also a lot of movement from the 
front under braking, you can feel the sidewall 
taking in all the stresses going into the big braking 
area at the bottom of the track. It’s not as keen as 
others trail braking, the last long left seeing the 
Avons resist comfortable braking while lent over.

The story from the rear isn’t as comfortable. 

Once up to speed, the rear starts to move. There’s 
enough grip on display, but it feels like it’s the 
carcass and/or construction that’s the issue. You 
feed the power back in and the rear shuffl es its way 
to the exit; daunting at points on this track. 

Exits speeds onto the back straight were 
lower as I wasn’t happy tapping the throttle 

on hard while it was moving around in 
this manner. Be it the construction or the 
3D sipes, this added up to some big 
temperatures; the rear cracking 
100-degrees for the only time.

The front has a lot of the characteristics 
of some of the best tyres on test, but the rear 

moves around too much for my liking. Due to a 
lack of brake pads, we ducked out on the second 
session, but the front remained consistent 
throughout the session – the rear remained 
consistently inconsistent thanks to the shuffl ing. 
But they still turned in a respectable lap time...

Our protagonists head 
out for another game 

of futile chase

� PRICE
£98 FRONT, £133/£149 REAR

� CONTACT
WWW.AVON-TYRES.CO.UK
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