
Contents

12  we ride the new zero s 
electric bike – and it’s ok!

64 helmet gurus – inside  
the schuberth factory

84  Private factory tour 
with mv boss castiglioni 136  guintoli – a new light 

in the wsb Paddock

4 july 2012 fast bikes mag.com

� issue�263 july 2012

• buy fb gear

it’s�the�news
upfront ........................................ 8
New metal, news and reviews from planet Fast Bikes.

geared�up
race�Boots .............................. 18
Ankles and feet can take a bashing in a crash, and they 
don’t usually heal well (arf!) – make sure you’re wearing 
the best protection you can afford – walking is good. 

get�it�first
subscribe.................................82
Get your monthly dose of sportsbike hedonism delivered 
to your door - with a FREE Beta tool kit!

Masterclass
riding ...........................................92
Andy Ibbott can improve your riding – if you listen... 

technical ................................. 94
Your spannering queries and questions answered.

legal .............................................97
The law is not always your friend – but Andrew Dalton is.

Your�life�on�Bikes

chatter ...................................... 98
Plenty more tales of the unexpected from your world.

the�knowledge
used�Buyer’s�guide ........ 100
2008 Kawasaki Ninja 250R – your ideal first bigger bike?

icon�Bike�guide .................. 106
1993 Yamaha YZF750R – the original fox-eyed nutter

our�life�on�Bikes
staff�Bikes ..............................110
The fleet has all arrived – and by golly it’s a talented group

project�Bikes ........................123
Beej’s Yamaha TZR250 smoking project gets sprung.

race�section
pit�pass .................................... 134
Six different winners in six BSB races? Yes please!

guintoli�speaks�out ......... 136
The nicest man in WSB speaks eclusively to FB.

coluMnists
alastair�fagan .................... 143
A-Force battles with set-up issues (and his little balls)...

chaz�davies .......................... 145
Our man on the Aprilia splashes around Europe...

steve�
parrish.....146
More madness from Planet Stavros.

• Ducati 848 EVO Corse SE 
• Suzuki GSX-R1000 
• Honda CBR600RR
• Yamaha YZF-R6 

• BMW S 1000 RR
• Kawasaki ZX-6R
• Triumph Speed Triple R

f e a t u r e s
skills aCademy

Be an iOm TT racer ..50
FB  goes to the Isle of Man to learn the circuit 

with Johnny Barton – TT Rider Liaison  Officer

living legend
john mcguinness ......56

At home with John McGuinness, 17 times TT 
winner, builder, and jolly nice bloke

Ten minuTes wiTh...
ian lougher ....................62

Proving that age is no boudary to success, 48 
year-old Lougher is still lapping up the IOM...

helmeT TeCh
headwerks .....................64
We go to the Schuberth factory to see the new 

S2 in production, and crash testing 

addiCTiOn
suzuki gsX-R1000....68
Buying yet another blank canvass when you’re a 

self-confessed modding addict is never wise...

faCTORy insideR
mv agusta, italy .........84

Givanni Castiglioni himself gives us a private 
tour of the fascinating MV Agusta factory

38
gROup TesT

going ballistic

24
gROup TesT

the oddballs club
short on direct competitors, but not short 
on skills: Whatever you’re thinking of 
buying, you should try one of these too...

68 
addiction

r o a d  t e s t s
fiRsT Ride
Zero s-Zf6 ............................ 12
The electric revolution is beginning to revolve with 
some sort of purpose, so we got hold of the new 
Zero S-ZF6 for a first UK ride, on road and track.

gROup TesT
The Oddball Club .............24
The 750 class used to be the most hotly contested, 
but now there’s only one true Seven Fiddy left – so 
how does Suzuki’s GSX-R750 stack up again its 
closest rivals? There’s only one way to find out...

gROup TesT
going Ballistic ....................38
If you ever doubt the impact of the US of A in 
manufacturer’s ranges, then look no further. There 
would be no Hayabusa without the States, and 
arguably no competitors either. The new ZZR1400 
takes on the old establishment.

Kawasaki ZZR1400 •
Suzuki GSX1300R Hayabusa •

BMW K 1300 S •

52 
become a  
tt racer

fastbikesmag.com

Ducati 848 EVO Corse SE •
Suzuki GSX-R750 •

Triumph Daytona 675R •

56 at home with 17 times tt 
winner john mcguinness


