
Contents

14  launch report: kawasaki’s 
new zzr1400 missile

21 two harley-Davidsons in 
one – the switchback

52 tyred and emotional – 
the truth about slicks

66  skills academy: doing 
the superbike school 72  ten minutes with racing 

legend paul smart

4  march 2012  fast bikes mag.com

� issue 259 March 2012

• buy fb gear...108

it’s the news
Upfront......................................... 8
New metal, news and reviews from planet Fast Bikes.

geared up
Hard security........................22
Thieving bastards will do anything they have to to make 
off with your hard-earned toys – so we’ve grouped 
together a raft of top hardware to help foil their advances. 

get it first
Subscribe.................................76
Your monthly dose of sportsbike hedonism – subscribe 
and get it earlier  – with a Maximiser 3800, worth £64.99!

Masterclass
Riding............................................82
Keith Code – more lessons from the CSS mothership. 

Technical.................................. 84
Your spannering queries and questions answered.

Legal..............................................87
The law is not always your friend – but Andrew Dalton is.

Your life on Bikes

Chatter....................................... 88
Plenty more tales of the unexpected from your world.

the knowledge
Used Buyer’s Guide.......... 90
Yes, you really can land yourself a Ducati 1098 for a mere 
£7,000! Really, you can. Sod it, we’ll take two...

Used Bike Guide.................. 96
Back in 1997 the GSX-R600 SRAD landed in showrooms 
boasting Schwantz race development, and boy did it sell.

our life on Bikes
Staff Bikes.............................. 100
The last bikes from the 2011 fleet bridge the gap to 2012’s.

Project Bikes........................ 104
Moby digs deep(ish) and buys a VFR800FiW winter hack.

Race section
Pit Pass...................................... 112
Rossi whips Alonso in a kart. Oh, how we laughed...

The Lady Thrillers..............114
We risk a law suit and let Alastair talk to some fast ladies. 
Laugh if you like, but you don’t need balls to go fast.

Columnists
Chaz Davies............................ 121
Winter testing, winning awards, and trying to behave.

Steve 
Parrish.....122
More madness from Stavros-land

• Kawasaki ZX-10R
• Yamaha YZF-R1 

• Yamaha FZ8
• Victory Hammer S

f e a t u r e s
tyre testing...

Slick vs Stock...............52
We pitch slick tyres against their road-going 

cousins at Dunlop’s Mireval test facility

Club racing...
Trackday Trophy.......54

Come racing with Fast Bikes in 2012 with the 
Club MSV Bike Trackday Trophy – it’ll be epic

Skills academy...
Superbike School........66

Rootsy does Level 1 & 2 at the world-famous 
California Superbike School in search of skills

Ten with...
Paul Smart........................72

As well  known for being related to Barry 
Sheene as he is for being Scott’s dad – Paul 
was an incredible racer, and a Ducati legend

off-road hero...
Enduro Weekend......... 74

Beaky dusts his helmet off to compete in an 
enduro at Wheeldon Farm – with Troy Corser!

track attack...
The Nardò Ring.........78

One of the most testing test facilities in 
Europe – Rootsy guides you round  

a massive Italian ring44

28
cover story

Price War – Used Heaven
The quality of bikes over the last decade is so high that 
anything from £2-5,000 will land you a peach these days

60 
addiction
Aprilia GP45 road bike

r o a d  t e s t s
new model launch
Kawasaki ZZR1400......... 14
Rootsy gets to  ride the ballistic new ZZR1400 at 
the iconic Nardò Ring test track: full launch report

leftfield
Harley Switchback......... 21
‘Take two Harleys into a shower?’ Nope, you just 
need one quickly transformable Hog. Or do you? 

group tests

Price War................................28
The used bike market is a tempting place to shop 
these days – and your money goes a very long way to 
buying you a slice of biking nirvana. Check these out:

Freaky All-roaders....... 44
More niche than a bearded ladyboy hooker working 
the streets of the Vatican – but are these all-roaders 
actually any good? Rootsy and Al find out

Kawasaki ZX-10R C1˲˲
Suzuki GSX-R1000 K1˲˲

Aprilia RSV 1000 Mille˲˲
Suzuki GSX1300R Hayabusa˲˲

Kawasaki Versys 1000˲˲ KTM 990 SM-T˲˲

club msv bike 
trackday trophy

54

fastbikesmag.com


