
Contents

4  october 2011  fast bikes mag.com

� issue 253 october 2011

• buy fb gear....117

Wtf’s going on?
Upfront......................................... 8
New metal, news and reviews from planet Fast Bikes

geared up
Suspension Special..........22
Uncontrolled bouncing is best reserved for the bedroom, 
not your bike. We round up 13 top grade suspension mods

get it first
Subscribe................................ 66
Your monthly dose of sportsbike hedonism – subscribe 
and get it earlier and cheaper – with a massive 35% off!

Masterclass
Riding............................................82
Keith Code – more lessons from the CSS mothership 

Technical.................................. 84
Your spannering queries and questions answered

Legal..............................................87
The law is not always your friend - but Andrew Dalton is

Your life on Bikes
Chatter....................................... 88
More froth & bluster from the real world – it’s your letters

the knowledge
Used Buyer’s Guide.......... 90
The unfairly unpopular, but great, Ducati 999 

our life on Bikes
Staff Bikes............................... 96
Mods, mistakes and miracles from the Fast Bikes fleet

Project Bikes.........................110
One round down, one to go, it’s more NBC ZX-7R tinkering

Race section
Pit Pass......................................122
The GOAT is looking a little unsteady on his feet

Star of Tomorrow.............124
We speak with 13-year-old Joe Francis – one to watch for

Columnists
A-Force Racing.................... 131
The road to recovery – Al and ZX are getting fixed up

Nick Morgan...........................133
Busman’s holidays, borrowed riders, and no real joy

Chaz Davies........................... 135
There are few things more pleasing than winning at home

James Toseland...................137
JT’s nearly back, but his hand’s still caning

Steve Parrish.....138
Our Stavros on this month’s MotoGP idiocy

• Kawasaki ZX-10R
• Yamaha YZF-R1 
• Suzuki GSX-R600 L1
• Yamaha FZ8
• Triumph Daytona 675R
• Ducati Hypermotard EVO SP

• KTM 990 Super Duke
• Victory Hammer S
• Honda CB1000R C-ABS
• Suzuki SV650S
• Harley-Davidson XR1200X

r o a d  t e s t s
First uk ride
MV Agusta Brutale......... 16
MV isn’t renowned for affordable and useable bikes, 
but the new Brutale 920 has blown us away

leftfield
Yamaha VMAX..................... 21
You could buy three good bikes for the price of this 
one – so is Yamaha’s legend worth the outlay?

the naked test

Street Fighters..................28
Triumph’s Street Triple R has been leading us into 
temptation since its launch, but can the latest crop of 
Japanese street weapons take the Brit’s crown? 

the faired 600s test

Ordinary Boys................... 44
Want a nice looking 600cc sportsbike, but without 
the hedonistic lack of compromise? You want a nice 
little sportster like this then. Honda’s new CBR600F 
takes on the competition:

Honda CBR600F˲˲
Suzuki GSX650F˲˲

Yamaha XJ6 F Diversion˲˲
Kawasaki ER-6f˲˲

f e a t u r e s 

Industry LEgend

Drudi – Helmet King............ 58
The man behind all those fantastic Rossi helmets – and 

many other legends’ – speaks exclusively to FB

Ten minutes with
Ruben Xaus.................................. 64

Does a lot of crashing, doesn’t like to talk about it. Ten 
minutes with the very likeable Mr X  

road v race
A Game of Tag.............................74

Rootsy grabs a stellar gig, and gets to ride his longterm 
Daytona 675R back-to-back with Oxford Tag Triumph’s race 

bikes at Mallory Park. What a jammy bastard 

addiction
Yamaha RD500..................... 68

As if a stock RD500 wasn’t good enough, Simon 
Harris has created a proper road and track toy with a 

bit of vision and some engineering know-how

44
The ordinary boys: 

CBR600F vs Rivals

21 leftfield – taking it to the 
max with a monster Yam’

64 ruben xaus – keeping 
spares makers busy 58 drudi – the man who 

loves spraying helmets

90 Ducati’s unpopular 999 
is well worth a look 124 future star? meet 13 

year-old Joe francis

28
cover story

street fighters
Can any of the Japanese middleweight hooligans 
topple the triumph Street Triple R’s supremacy?

74

68

Triumph Street Triple R˲˲
Kawasaki Z750R˲˲

Suzuki GSR750˲˲
Yamaha FZ8˲˲


